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    Level1 Field Guide              PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Duration      Next Course Starts: (2009)  

28 Days        

Course Fee       5 October ς 30 October 

R14 500      9 November ς 9 December 

*Registration closes 4 weeks prior to course commencement.  

Certification:  

On successful completion of the programme, qualifying learners will receive: 

FGASA Level 1  

Bhejane Nature Training Certificate of Successful Completion ς Level 1 Field Guide  

(You are welcome to contact us for more information about industry certification and training 

authorities such as THETA, FGASA or SASSETA.)  
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Admission Requirements:  
Students must be at least 18 years old. 

Students must register as FGASA Members. (If they wish to obtain FGASA Certification) 

An acceptable standard of English literacy for second language speakers is required to successfully 

complete the programme.  English literacy at Grade 10 is the minimum requirement. 

! ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ 

FGASA Membership: This is only compulsory for students that want to complete the FGASA 

Qualifications.  Some students complete this course, purely for the experience.  In this case, you do 

not have to write the FGASA exams.  

Programme Content:  
The Level 1 guiding programme include topics such as: 

 Practical Guiding Skills such as, guest communication, basic rifle handling, navigation and 
orientation, conservation ethics and use of equipment. 

 Geology 

 Astrology 

 Weather and Climate 

 Ecology and Taxonomy 

 Mammals, Birds and Reptiles 

 Arthropods, Fish and Amphibians 

 Basic Habitat Management  

 Tracking skills  

. Books and Equipment 

 Bhejane Nature Training  Manuals are included in the price. 

 Use of Rifles and Ammunition is included in the price. 

  FGASA Level 1 Training Manual, Workbook and Logbooks are not included in the price.  

 Equipment such as binoculars is not included.  
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Facilities  
The Bhejane Nature Training College is our base camp, and is situated within the THANDA Private Game 

Reserve between the northern KwaZulu Natal towns of Mkuze and Hluhluwe.  Apart from the Big 5, the 

reserve is also home to wild dog, black rhino and an astonishing plant and bird diversity.  The camp is unfenced 

and accommodation is in en suite thatched huts. All meals are prepared by camp staff although students help 

with some basic camp chores.  

  

 

 

 

 Location: 

The reserves of Northern Zululand and Maputaland have often been described as simply the most 

breathtaking and spectacular in the whole of Southern Africa. Known   globally as a biodiversity 

hotspot, the area boasts a biodiversity that is unrivalled by any other Southern African Parks.  The 

first national park ever proclaimed in South Africa, The Pongola Game Reserve, together with the 

surrounding   parks and reserves of St. Lucia and Hluhluwe, make this the oldest protected areas in 

Africa ς a truly unique wilderness. 

 

 

 

 

                            Fever Trees                                                             Hippo at Nsumo Pan 

Known for its impressive lakes and wetland systems, the area is also characterised by unspoilt 

marine reserves, and a range of habitats that includes mountains, grasslands, forests (more than 

8л҈ ƻŦ {!Ωǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜύΣ ǎŀǾŀƴƴŀƘΣ ŜǎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴƎǊƻǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŘ 

Forests, Fever Tree Forests, and Fig Forest in Mkuze Game Reserve is guaranteed to add some magic 

to your training experience!   
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                                       Entering the Fig Forest                                                       Ndumo Game Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our instructors:  
All instructors are recognised FGASA trainers and assessors and are registered with the relevant 

training authorities such as THETA and SASSETA to conduct assessment on national qualifications 

and unit standards.   


